
A better environment from the inside out.

10 essentiaL
QUestions

today you should expect that any newly constructed California home has basic green features. But 
the best homes go far beyond that to maximize comfort, durability, healthy air, and energy and 
water savings. to fi nd out just how green a home is, ask your seller these 10 questions. 

1. how does this home ensure healthy indoor air quality and minimize pollutants?

According to the EPA, the air in new homes can be 10 times more polluted 
than outdoor air, which is especially bad for children. Ask if the interior is 
painted with zero-VOC paints and if cabinets, doors, and countertops are 
constructed using low-formaldehyde materials. While all carpet is required to 
be low-emitting, fi nd out if it exceeds code requirements. 

2. how does this home conserve water, both indoors and outdoors?

Ask if a home has the latest low-fl ow faucets and showerheads (look for the 
WaterSense label) that can cut water usage dramatically with little noticeable 
difference in water pressure. The same is true for high-effi ciency toilets. 
Outside the house, ask if the landscaping features are drought-tolerant, 
native-species plants and if the irrigation system uses low-fl ow drip, bubblers, 
and sprinklers.

3.  how energy efficient is the heating and cooling system? What are its features?

Look for a home with a high-effi ciency heating and cooling system to save 
you money on utility bills. Ask about your system’s green features, and how 
the system and ductwork was designed and installed for maximum effi ciency.

“is this home
greenpoint rated?”

GreenPoint Rated is the most trusted 
home rating system in California, 
for proof of a better quality home. 
The best home builders all craft 
homes that meet GreenPoint 
Rated standards. The GreenPoint 
Rated label means you don’t have 
to exhaustively research whether 
a home is truly green, because 
each one has been independently 
evaluated and certifi ed for its indoor 
air quality, energy effi ciency, water 
conservation, resource conservation, 
and community features. Learn more 
at GreenPointRated.com.

you Can ask 10 Questions … or Just one:

For Green Home Buyers



Want more tips on hoW to identify a neW green home? 

Visit GreenPointRated.com for more tips and our full 
checklist for new homes.

4. are the appliances energy star? are the light fixtures energy efficient?

The highest quality, most energy efficient dishwashers, refrigerators, and washing machines carry the Energy Star label. 
Today’s most efficient light fixtures and ceiling fans are also Energy Star rated, and utilize LED bulbs that use a trickle of 
energy and last for years. A smartly designed lighting system sets the right mood in each room and saves energy.

5. is this home well-insulated? are the insulation materials healthy?

All new homes have insulated walls and ceilings, but high-quality green homes often go beyond building code 
requirements to more thoroughly insulate and seal a home, resulting in better comfort and energy savings. Ask about 
how the home was insulated (batt insulation? Loose-fill cellulose?), and whether the insulation is made of healthier 
and recycled materials (cellulose and cotton are healthier than fiberglass for indoor air quality). 

6. does the home have a high-performance hot water system? 

Traditional hot water systems are notorious for wasting energy through lost heat. Ask if the home contains a high-
performance water heater, tankless system, or even solar hot water heating for maximum efficiency and utility bill savings.

7. does the home utilize environmentally preferable flooring?

Smart flooring choices can greatly lessen a home’s environmental impact. Ask if floors (and cabinets, doors, and 
countertops, for that matter) are made with more sustainable materials, such as Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
certified wood, reclaimed wood, recycled content materials, or rapidly renewing natural materials like bamboo or cork. 
For indoor air quality, hardwood floors trump carpet.

8. are the building and structural materials green and durable?

Does the home use engineered lumber for greater strength and durability? Or FSC-certified wood? Are the roof and 
siding made of durable and non-combustible materials? In the most state-of-the-art green homes, you’ll even find 
structurally insulated walls and systems that replace traditional wooden stick-frame assemblies.

9. is the home ready for solar installations?

Most homes won’t come with rooftop photovoltaic (PV) systems or solar hot water systems. But they can be pre-
plumbed and pre-wired and configured to make future installations easier to set up.

10. is the home designed as part of a livable community?

Look for a green home in a well-designed community that is clustered to help preserve open space for recreation, 
views, and natural habitats. Pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly neighborhoods provide opportunities for exercising and 
meeting neighbors. Areas where work, shopping, and school are all close by means less time driving, and fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions from cars. 

A better environment from the inside out.


